
NEGOTIATING THE 
DYING PATIENT CLUB 

RULES

Jay Wolfson, DrPH, JD
Distinguished Professor of Public Health and Medicine

Associate Vice President, Health Law, Policy & Safety

Senior Associate Dean, Morsani College of Medicine

University of South Florida

Professor of Law

Stetson University College of Law



Jay Wolfson  USF Health



Jay Wolfson  USF Health



SOCIAL, STRUCTURAL, ECONOMIC 
AND PSYCHIC TRANSFORMATION





YOU ARE GOING… 
A A M C  N E W S - P A T I E T  C A R E  T U E S D A Y  S E P T E M B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 1 6    

“ H A V I N G  T H E  T A L K ”



MIS-CUES, BAD CUES, 
CLUELESS…

• IOM 2014 – Dying in America

• Few EOL conversations or communications with physicians

• Many receive care and treatment they don’t understand and 
don’t want

• Many die in “ways and places they would not have chosen”



• As of 1 January 2016, Medicare reimburses for EOL 
discussions

• 15-25% of Medicare expenses are for last year of life

• But more than an encounter is needed

• Developing a relationship is essential

• Praying for miracles (patients and physicians)



YOU ARE GOING TO DIE…...

Patient

Family  Adult?
Elderly?

Competent?
Trauma?   Illness? Child?

Acute   Chronic

“Reasonable Medical Certainty” Issues





CT Scan 
(Normal and Schiavo)’s)












RE-MYSTIFYING THE PVS ISSUE



GRAY, K . , A . KNICKMAN, D. WEGNER. “HOW 
DEAD IS  DEAD”, THE ECONOMIST, 20  APRIL  

2011

Remembers 
Life Events

Can Influence 
Situations

Aware of



YOU ARE GOING TO DIE…. CAN 
WE HARVEST YOUR... . . .



CAN THE END OF THE DAY 
BE 

DE-LEGALIZED?

• Removing obstacles to death planning

• Passive avoidance

• Misplaced active engagement

• The importance of a legal documentation
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